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Who were some of you heroes as you were growing up?  Growing up in the 50’s in the Midwest it was names like Henry Aaron, Warren Spahn and Eddie Matthews.  In the 60’s after the Milwaukee Braves moved to Atlanta it was the Cubs, Santo, Kessinger, Becker and Banks the infield 3rd to 1st with a battery of Jenkins and Hundley.  Those names mean nothing to most of you here.  Now kids want to grow up to be like LeBron James, Kobe Bryant, or Shaq.  Maybe Payton Manning, Reggie Bush or Edgerrin James.  It doesn’t surprise anyone that when kids have heroes, it is often sports stars.  I’m not here to talk to you about your sports heroes.  I would rather ask you who your Christian heroes are.  I am not talking about the heroes of faith in the Bible.  I’m not talking about people like Abraham, Isaac and Jacob or Daniel or Job.  I am talking about your heroes of faith who are living today. I am talking about people that you know personally; people who in their lives show a strong faith in Jesus and live a life of faith.  Let me tell you about mine.  Let me tell you about two members of our congregation in Chicago that I have know for 25 years.  I want to tell you about John and Ruth.  They are just nice people and wonderful Christians.  They are the type of people that you want to be like.  My wife and I have often said that when we get to be senior citizens, we want to be like John and Ruth.  John is now in his late 70’s.  He has always been active in the church, serving as our treasurer for many years.  He was never married.  He took care of his elderly mother until she died and then took care of his sister during a long illness.  John has undergone some serious health problems.  He was in the hospital under some strong pain medication.  He felt that while under the medication he was rude to the hospital staff.  He came to me in tears to tell me the story.  He went back to the hospital with flowers and candy to apologize to the nursing staff.  Obviously the nurses were totally taken aback by a man who would make that kind of effort for something they thought was not a big deal.  It was a big deal to John.   Ruth is not in her early 80’s.  She never had children and has been a widow for almost 40 years. I don’t have any stories about Ruth.  She is just a wonderful Christian woman who faithfully serves her Savior and his church.  Both Ruth and John are in church every Sunday.  They have always come to our Sunday Bible Class.  Since retirement they also come to our Thursday morning Bible Class.  From their knowledge of the Bible it is obvious they are into personal, daily Bible reading.  John especially knows his Bible better than I do.  I believe that the type of people they are is a direct result of their being daily in the Word of God.  I believe it is a direct result of following the advice that Paul is giving to us and the Colossians in the word before us this morning.


What I do want to do is share with you what God says it takes to be a successful Christian.  That many sound a little strange because we don’t often talk about being a successful Christian.  We simply talk about being a Christian.  We talk about having saving faith in Jesus as our Savior from sin.  What we are going to do this morning as talk about taking our faith to the next level.  We are going to talk about growing our faith and living our faith.  There are three things God says we can do to be successful Christians.  He tells us to let the peace of Christ rule our hearts.  He tells us to let the word of Christ dwell in us richly and he tells us to do everything in the name of Jesus.  That’s the key to being a successful Christian. Let the peace of God rule your hearts.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  Do everything in the name of Jesus.  

Paul says, let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  The peace of Christ is the peace we have in our hearts knowing that our sins are forgiven.  This is how we deal with the problem of sin, especially our own sin. We deal with our sin by knowing the peace we have through forgiveness.   I am quite sure that all of us here know that our sins are forgiven through Jesus.  All of us know that forgiveness is supposed to put our hearts at peace.  Paul is not telling to have the peace of Christ in our hearts; he tells us to let the peace of Christ rule our hearts.  Letting the peace of Christ rule our hearts means that we personally trust and believe that all of our sins really are forgiven.  Sometimes that’s hard to do.  We hear the absolution every Sunday.  We hear that God our heavenly Father has had mercy on us and that he has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  But it’s those secret sins, those in our hearts, those that no one else knows about, except Jesus.  We look at our actions and we realize how far we have strayed from the perfect life God demands and we wonder if that absolution, that forgiveness is really for us.  The devil tries to get into your heads and tell us, “You’ve really done it this time.  How can God forgive me after what I have done?”  Letting the peace of God rule our hearts means living every day knowing that we are forgiven.  
 
 The word that is translated rule is the same word we would use for umpire or referee.  When we think of an umpire referee, we usually think of the person who has control of the game and makes all the decisions.  What we also have to understand is that umpires and referees have a rulebook they have to follow.  They don’t simply make it up as they go along.  It is the same for the peace of God ruling our hearts.  We don’t make up the rules as we go along.  Letting the peace of God rule your heart means that we follow the rules.  We follow God’s rulebook. 


That’s why the second key to being a successful Christian is to know the rulebook. ﻿ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.   We let the word of God set the rules and make the decisions.  We do that by letting the word of God dwell in us richly.  Literally the word of God is to have its home in our hearts.  It is to be there richly, abundantly.  It means that if we want to be successful Christians, we have to let the word of God find a home in our hearts.  It should be welcomed with open arms.  The only way the word of God can dwell in your heart is to use it regularly.  While many people want the word of God to dwell in their hearts, they cannot honestly say that God’s Word dwells in their hearts richly because they do not take time to read, study, and memorize it.  Does the word of god dwell richly in your heart?


God tells us to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.  He tells us to go from knowing the basics of Christianity to digging deep into the scriptures and learning as much as we possible can.  One difference between mature Christians and infant Christians, between a successful Christian and unsuccessful Christian is how we deal with conflict and problems. Mature Christians let the peace of God rule their hearts. Immature Christians get angry.  Mature Christians deal with financial problems by realizing that man does not live by bread alone.  Immature Christians seek peace by looking to worldly pleasures and worldly solutions instead of the word of God.    Mature Christians deal with personal relationship problems by applying love, kindness, compassion and forgiveness, immature Christians react with anger and seek revenge.  When mature Christians suffer with illness and other problems, they look to God for help.  Immature Christians blame God for their problems.  Mature Christians look at suffering as a way to gain strength and wisdom from God.  Immature Christians worry and complain.  When it comes to the subject of dying, mature Christians are not afraid to die, immature Christians avoid the subject. .  

Let me share an example with you that helps explain what it means to have the peace of God ruling our hearts and the word of God dwelling in us richly.  One of the neatest experiences I have ever had came from a man I had visited as a shut-in for almost 20 years. He was a man who faithfully listened to tapes of our services, read the meditation booklets and of course his Bible faithfully.  His kidneys were failing and he was on dialysis two or three times a week. The dialysis was taking its toll on him.  I went to visit him in the hospital.  His son and daughters were there.  He had arranged for his doctor to be there also.  What he said was this.  Doctor, I have my family and my pastor here to witness what I have to say.  What you don’t seem to understand is that I am not afraid to die.  I know that when I die I will be in heaven.  I know Jesus died for me.  So please doctor, enough already.  Just stop the treatments and let me go to heaven.  This was not a man who was sick of life or who just wanted to end it all.  This was a man who knew his Savior and wanted to be with him.  This was a man who let the peace of Christ rule his heart and who had the word of God dwelling in him richly.  God wants the word of Christ to dwell in us richly so we can be mature Christians.

As mature Christians, we can then take the word of God that is dwelling in us rich and use it as Paul tells us to us it.  We use it to teach and admonish one another with all wisdom. We take that word and share it with others.  We use it to sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in our hearts to God.  We use it in worship and praise.

Now the final step.  And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. All that we say and do should be associated with the name of Jesus Christ. By our words and our works, we glorify His name. If we permit anything into our lives that cannot be associated with the name of Jesus, then it doesn’t belong there.  We must do and say everything on the authority of His name and for the honor of His name.  In just a few minutes, a person can disgrace a name that it has taken his ancestors years to build. For example, the name Judas was a respected name; it means “praise.” Is there anyone here that would name their firstborn child Judas?  Of course not.  The name Judas will forever be linked with a betrayer.  As Christians, we carry the name of Jesus with us every day of our lives.  Everything word that comes out of our mouths, everything we do is to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

That is what it will take for you to be a successful Christian.  Let the peace of Christ rule your heart.  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  Do and say everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  


